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20th Anniversary Celebration and
"Greater Good Award"
We recently spent a magical evening outdoors celebrating TGCC’s 20th
Anniversary at 1812 Brewery. In a year that has seen many challenging
moments, it was a treat to gather with friends and to have a chance to
celebrate the extraordinary achievements of our friend and colleague,
Carl “Buck” Belt, Jr., the recipient of this year’s “Greater Good Award.”
Since 2007, the “Greater Good Award” has been given to a member of
the organization who has demonstrated a commitment to advancing the
greater good in the tri-state region and who has recognized and practiced
the philosophy of “less fame, more gain.” Barry Ronan, President of
UPMC Western Maryland, and a founding member of TGCC, said this in
his introduction of Belt during the evening’s celebration:
“In addition to his charitable and philanthropic contributions, Buck Belt’s
businesses make a major economic contribution to our community
through the hundreds of good- paying jobs that his companies provide.
These good-paying jobs are only one of the many ways that he has made a positive impact in our community; he and his
companies have enhanced the overall quality of life in our region. Despite his many responsibilities with overseeing multiple
companies, this individual still makes serving and giving back to the community a priority, and he serves on many regional boards
and committees. During the height of the COVID pandemic, his company was one of the first organizations to donate a generous
supply of PPE—out of their own inventory—to help ensure that our health care workers at UPMC Western Maryland had the
necessary PPE to protect them from the virus. The definition of a philanthropist is a person who donates time, money, experience,
skills or talent to help create a better world. Anyone who knows him would definitely agree that Carl “Buck” Belt, Jr., is definitely a
philanthropist and is well deserving to be named the winner of The Greater Cumberland Committee’s 2020 “Greater Good Award.”
Past recipients of the award include: the late John Vatavuk (2019); Brenda Friend (2018); Tom Finan (2017); David Moe (2016);
John Balch (2015); Bill Grant (2014); Barry Ronan (2013); Jonathan Kessler (2012); Colleen Peterson (2011); Terry Stephens
(2010); Kim Leonard (2009); Kathy Getty (2008); and the late Dr. Wayne Spiggle (2007).
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Executive Director's Update
TGCC Hosts Bipartisan Policy Center and Representatives Trone & McMorris Rodgers
On September 21, 2020, TGCC successfully hosted a
meeting between the Bipartisan Policy Center and U.S.
Representatives David Trone (D-MD) and Kathy McMorris
Rodgers (R-WA) on the topic of broadband policy. The
meeting was attended by local business leaders as well as
regional broadband experts to discuss challenges and
solutions to our region’s broadband access and affordability
issues. Several items important to our members were
addressed. As Jonathan Perman from the BPC noted “first,
the FCC maps may still remain vague and there is a need
for greater clarity about the "hidden" places that are not
being adequately served and second, upload speed may be
a bigger issue than download speed even though more
attention is often placed on the latter. Finally, it seems there
needs to be a cost-sharing model built in which the private
sector (telecoms, ISPs, etc...) and public sector participate.”
The event was held at member Daniel Taylor Neuman’s
Acre Coworking space in downtown Cumberland. "The
Bipartisan Policy Center's American Congressional
Exchange enables members to reach across the aisle and
to explore issues that are important to constituents in both districts. Our meeting in Cumberland, deftly organized by TGCC, shed new
light on the connectivity challenges facing rural communities and offered constructive suggestions for U.S. Reps. David Trone and
Cathy McMorris Rodgers to take back to Capitol Hill." - Jonathan Perman

Economic Impacts of Forest Based Manufacturing
On October 9th members of the Energy & Natural Resources
Committee spent a gorgeous fall day learning about the importance
of forest management and the economic impacts of forest based
manufacturing. Led by Beth Hill, Executive Director of Maryland
Forests Association, the goal of the tour was to educate our
regional leadership with a ‘behind the scenes’ look at how forestry
activities support local industries and solve environmental issues.
At our Committee meeting on December 3, Beth and her
colleagues, Dan Rider, Stewardship Manager at DNR Forest
Service, and Philip Gottwals, Managing Director, ACDS, will
present the results of the Economic Adjustment Strategy. This
Plan, funded in part by the Economic Development Administration,
is focused on strategies to count the economic impacts of recent
forest industry closures and to secure the future of the forest
industry. If you are interested in attending this virtual meeting,
please email Sharon Corwell at scorwell@greatercc.org for details.

Upcoming Events
North/South Core Work Group - October 27,
November 10 & 24th, 10:00am, Zoom
I-68 Regional Alliance – Friday, November 6, 11:30am,
Zoom
Executive Committee – Thursday, November 12,
9:30am, Zoom
Education & Workforce Development – Thursday,
November 12, 1:30pm Maker Space, LaVale

