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BUCKBEE — Eugene B., Sr., 85, of LaVale.

GILPIN —Kenny C., 70, of Flintstone.

HOPKINS — Robert L., Sr., 72, of Keyser, 
W.Va.

IRONS — Roger L., 69, of Cumberland.

LLOYD — Lynn H., 83, of Cumberland, former-

ly of Ridgeley, W.Va.

MASON — Ellen Jo, 60, of Cumberland.

MAtREY — James R., 49, of Glen Burnie, for-
merly of Mount Savage.

RAVENSCROFt — Phillis G., 71, of McCoole.

(Obituaries on Page 5A)

73     62 
Afternoon shower

What to expect when  
Mtn. Ridge faces Fort Hill

Summer surge is waning 
but more mandates coming
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LINDSAY RENNER-WOOD
LRENNER-WOOD@TIMES-NEWS.COM

KEYSER, W.Va. — The Mineral County 
Board of Education heard from parents Tues-
day evening who claim that transgender stu-
dents’ use of school restrooms makes them 
concerned for the safety of their children.

While the topic was not on the official agen-
da, the board held its meeting at Keyser Mid-
dle School rather than in its administrative 
offices nearby to accommodate the anticipat-
ed crowd of people wishing to speak on the 
subject, or show support to those doing so. 
About 30 people showed up; most Board of 
Education meetings don’t draw such a crowd.

The subject of transgender students’ bath-
room usage in county schools has been debat-
ed on social media for the last week following 
an assembly at Keyser High School. Super-

School board 
addresses 
transgender 
students’ use 
of restrooms
Some parents raise  
concerns over safety

GREG LARRY
GLARRY@TIMES-NEWS.COM

CUMBERLAND — The Great-
er Cumberland Committee has 
been awarded a $175,000 grant 
by the Rural Maryland Council 
to help develop an effective mar-
keting system for timber har-
vested in Maryland.

TGCC secured $90,000 in 
matching cash and in-kind con-
tributions for the effort, bring-
ing the total project budget to 
$265,000. The grant was made 
possible by the Rural Maryland 
Prosperity Investment Fund.

TGCC proposed to use the 
funding to promote Maryland 
wood products as a preferred 
option for commercial, institu-
tional and retail buyers through 
a certified branding program. 
Jennifer Walsh, executive direc-
tor of TGCC, said the project 
became an imperative after the 
closure of the Verso paper mill in 
Luke in June 2019.

“Following the Verso closure 
and its devastating impacts on 
the forest products sector in our 
region ... TGCC saw an oppor-
tunity to take the lead on this 
important and visionary proj-

ect with the goal of helping to 
open up Western Maryland for-
est product businesses to $3 tril-

lion in corporate 
investments,” she 
said.

Maryland For-
estry’s Economic 
Adjustment Strat-
egy for the wood 
products indus-
try highlights the 
need to create a 
certification and 

branding system for the supply 
chains for both domestic and 
international markets, according 

to Walsh. The strategy highlights 
the need to build a purchasing 
preference for the product mar-
kets.

“We have a tremendous nat-
ural resource in Maryland with 
our forests,” said Daniel Rider, 
program supervisor for the 
Maryland Department of Nat-
ural Resources Forest Service. 
“We are not running out of wood. 
Every year we grow two to four 
times more than what we har-
vest or what dies off naturally. 
There is no threat of running out 

TGCC receives grant to create 
marketing plan for local timber
Proposed system would certify Maryland-grown wood products

JENNIFER 
WALSH

KEVIN FREKING
JOSH BOAK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Republi-
can and Democratic leaders 
edged back Wednesday from 
a perilous standoff over lift-
ing the nation’s borrowing cap, 
with Democratic senators sig-
naling they were receptive to 
an offer from Senate GOP lead-
er Mitch McConnell that would 
allow an emergency extension 
into December.

McConnell made the offer 
shortly before Republicans 
were prepared to block legis-
lation to suspend the debt limit 
until December of next year 

and as President Joe Biden 
and business leaders ramped 
up their concerns that an 
unprecedented federal default 
would disrupt government 
payments to millions of peo-
ple and throw the nation into 
recession.

The emerging agreement 
sets the stage for a sequel of 
sorts in December, when Con-
gress will again face pressing 
deadlines to fund the govern-
ment and raise the debt limit 
before heading home for the 
holidays.

A procedural vote — on 
the longer extension the 

Congress foresees short-term 
debt fix amid perilous standoff
Democratic senators  
receptive to offer of Dec. 
extension from McConnell

Associated Press

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., is surrounded by journalists as 
he walks to the Senate Chamber for a vote as Democrats look for a way to lift the 
debt limit without Republican votes, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday.
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FROSTBURG — Fire investigators found 
an inoperable smoke alarm in the Frostburg 
apartment where a Tuesday afternoon fire 
claimed the life of a 54-year-old woman.

The fire reportedly originated in the living 
room area of the unidentified woman’s apart-
ment at 316 Braddock St., the Maryland State 
Fire Marshal’s Office said.

Firefighters, who had just returned from 
attending the funeral for Frostburg and Cum-
berland firefighter Kelly Frye, were called to 
the blaze about 2:30 p.m. with occupants tell-
ing the Allegany County 911 center that a 
woman was still inside a second-floor apart-
ment.

First-arriving Frostburg volunteers found 
“heavy fire venting from a third-floor balco-
ny,” according to a Facebook post from the 
Frostburg Fire Department.

Firefighters found the victim in the living 

Frostburg 
apartment 
fire kills 
54-year-old 
woman

BRANDON GLASS
BGLASS@TIMES-NEWS.COM

CUMBERLAND — The Maryland Pub-
lic Service Commission will hold its second 
virtual public comment hearing Oct. 18 on a 
proposed solar facility on Backbone Moun-
tain.

The 175 Megawatt CPV Backbone Solar 
facility would be made up of 406,000 solar 
panels and is slated to be placed on about 
1,170 acres of former mine land at 5187 Kitz-
miller Road.

CPV Backbone Solar, LLC, the compa-
ny desiring to build and run the facility, has 
applied for a Certificate of Public Conve-
nience and Necessity from the Public Ser-

vice Commission, which would grant it the 
authority to build “an energy generating 
station or high-voltage transmission line in 
Maryland.”

The hearing will begin at 7 p.m.
Residents and other interested parties 

wishing to speak during the hearing can sign 
up by sending an email to psc.pulj@gmail.
com by noon Oct. 15. Those who signed up 
will receive an email with a link to join the 
hearing, which will be held on Webex.

The hearing will also be livestreamed to 
YouTube at https://bit.ly/2X6wLiP.

Written comment can be submitted on 
the commission’s website at https://www.
psc.state.md.us/make-a-public-comment, 
or sent through mail to Andrew Johnston, 
Executive Secretary, Maryland Public Ser-
vice Commission, William Donald Schaefer 
Tower, 6 St. Paul Street, 16th Floor, Balti-
more, MD 21202.

Comments should be sent by Oct. 18 and 
reference Case No. 9663.

The first hearing was held Aug. 3.
Brandon Glass is a staff writer for the Cumberland 

Times-News. Follow him on Twitter @Bglass13.

Backbone Mountain solar facility 
to get second public hearing

Virtual meeting scheduled for Oct. 18

SEE tGCC — 8A

SEE SCHOOL — 5A

SEE FROStBURG — 2A

SEE CONGRESS — 8A
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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures 
are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Weather Around the Region
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Shown are noon positions of weather 
systems and precipitation. Temperature 

bands are highs for the day.

The patented AccuWeather.com 
RealFeel Temperature is an exlcusive 
index of effective temperature based on 
eight weather factors.
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Weather TriviaTM

Weather History

Legend: s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, r-rain, t-thunderstorms, sf-snow � urries, sn-snow, i-ice

 High LowFive-Day Forecast for Cumberland

Sun and Moon

First Full Last New

Nov 4Oct 28Oct 20Oct 12

MONDAY

Low clouds

Wind: E 3-6

SUNDAY

Low clouds

Wind: E 3-6

SATURDAY

Cloudy with 
showers

Wind: E 3-6

FRIDAY

Humid; a p.m. 
shower

Wind: SE 3-6

TODAY

A shower in the 
afternoon

Wind: ESE 3-6
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A lenticular cloud which 
is saucer shaped

What type of cloud has 
been mistaken for a 
UFO?

On Oct. 7, 1902, a waterspout was seen off Cape May, New Jersey. 
When the � rst chilly air masses of fall cross warm bodies of water, 
waterspouts form. Although related to tornadoes, they are generally 
weaker.

Baltimore 73 66
Charleston 79 64
Clarksburg 82 62
Cumberland 71 65
Elkins 80 60
Frederick 71 66
Hagerstown 70 66
Martinsburg 69 66
Morgantown 79 68
Pittsburgh 79 61
Washington, DC 72 68

8 a.m. today  ...............................  66
Noon  ..........................................  70
4 p.m.  .........................................  73
8 p.m.  .........................................  68

 Today Fri.

Beckley 69/60/r 71/58/sh
Charles Town 71/60/c 73/61/c
Fairmont 80/62/c 76/61/sh
Huntington 73/63/r 76/59/sh
Parkersburg 75/62/sh 76/61/sh
Wheeling 77/62/sh 74/61/sh

Sunrise today  ..................  7:17 a.m.
Sunset today  ...................  6:48 p.m.
Moonrise today  ...............  8:28 a.m.
Moonset today  ................  7:45 p.m.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021

 Today Fri.

Aberdeen 74/60/pc 77/59/pc
Annapolis 74/63/pc 74/64/c
Cambridge 77/59/pc 78/62/pc
Easton 77/60/pc 80/63/pc
Ocean City 73/64/pc 73/66/pc
Rockville 73/61/c 77/61/c
Salisbury 76/59/pc 78/62/pc
Westminster 74/61/pc 78/61/c

 Today Fri.  Today Fri.

Albany, NY 70/54/pc 71/51/s
Albuquerque 77/54/s 79/54/pc
Atlanta 76/68/r 77/64/pc
Baltimore 76/62/pc 78/64/c
Birmingham 81/65/t 81/62/s
Boise 65/49/c 62/41/c
Boston 74/58/s 72/55/s
Buffalo 78/62/c 76/63/c
Burlington 70/53/pc 71/53/s
Charleston, SC 82/69/t 81/68/t
Charleston, WV 75/62/r 77/58/sh
Chicago 71/64/r 73/61/sh
Cincinnati 73/62/r 76/60/c
Cleveland 77/63/sh 76/60/sh
Columbia, SC 82/69/r 79/67/t
Columbus, OH 75/63/r 77/62/sh
Dallas 91/69/s 93/67/s
Denver 78/52/s 78/52/c
Detroit 75/64/sh 74/61/t
El Paso 88/63/pc 90/64/s
Fairbanks 38/29/r 40/27/c
Flagstaff 64/40/pc 60/40/pc
Hartford 75/53/pc 75/53/s
Helena 62/43/r 62/43/c
Honolulu 87/75/pc 86/74/sh
Houston 89/65/s 88/65/s
Indianapolis 73/61/r 77/61/c
Jacksonville 87/71/t 84/67/t

Kansas City 76/60/pc 85/64/s
Las Vegas 82/67/pc 74/56/c
Little Rock 84/61/s 88/64/s
Los Angeles 70/61/c 66/54/r
Louisville 76/63/r 78/62/pc
Memphis 82/66/pc 85/66/s
Miami 89/80/pc 87/77/t
Minneapolis 72/62/c 77/62/pc
Nashville 79/62/t 81/62/pc
Myrtle Beach 80/70/t 80/68/t
New Orleans 85/70/s 86/69/s
New York 74/63/pc 76/62/pc
Oklahoma City 87/65/s 93/65/s
Orlando 92/76/t 87/72/t
Philadelphia 77/62/pc 78/62/pc
Phoenix 91/70/pc 89/67/c
Pittsburgh 77/61/c 75/61/sh
Raleigh 78/67/c 77/64/sh
St. Louis 75/60/t 82/66/pc
Salt Lake City 73/58/pc 64/52/sh
San Diego 73/67/c 70/61/r
San Francisco 66/56/c 66/54/pc
Tampa 91/78/t 89/74/t
Topeka 80/58/pc 88/64/s
Tucson 91/61/pc 93/61/pc
Washington, DC 77/65/c 77/65/c
Wichita 84/61/pc 90/66/pc
Wilmington, DE 75/60/pc 77/62/pc

75 5770 5568 6073 6173 62

High and low temperatures for the past 
24 hours as of 3 p.m.

of this resource. Maryland 
has large diameter trees 
of exceptionally high quali-
ty wood. Many other states 
don’t have that resource. 
People are now demanding 
to know where their prod-
ucts come from.”

Through studying the 
challenges to the effort, for-
estry industry advocates 
hope to develop a set of rec-
ommendations to support 
better alignment between 
environmental, social and 
governance reporting 
needs while maintaining 
the sustainability perfor-
mance of Maryland’s for-
ests. The proposed project 
hopes to improve commu-
nication between the glob-
al business community and 
Maryland’s responsibly 
managed forests.

Agricultural and Com-
munity Development Ser-
vices, LLC is developing 
initiatives for the branding 
effort including identifying 
the key audiences involved, 
ultimately hoping to elevate 
Maryland’s forest business.

“Verso was the largest 
buyer of timber in Mary-
land,” said Philip Gottwals, 
ACDS managing direc-
tor. “The closure of the 
mill kicked off a process 
for the Economic Adjust-
ment Strategy with funding 
from the U.S. Department 
of Commerce. We want-
ed to try to understand it 
and the economic disloca-
tion. We want to look to the 
future for how we might 
rebuild the local economy 
and if possible rebuilding it 
around the asset that made 
it work in the first place, 
which in this case was tim-
ber.”

To help the industry, 
Gottwals said a system is 
needed “that ensures that 
consumers know that when 
they buy a wood product 
built from Maryland wood 
that they can be sure that is 
the case and not find out it 
was made elsewhere, such 
as China. It starts with the 
tree in the forest it is grown 
in. It will require an easy 

way to track the timber and 
wood products.”

An analysis of state pro-
curement shows a 10% 
increase in purchases of 
Maryland forest products 
occurring under a certifica-
tion and branding program 
would increase employ-
ment by nearly 200 jobs, 
produce $37 million in man-
ufacturing output and add 
$1.2 million in state and 
local tax base, according to 
Gottwals.

A companion Maryland 
forest products risk anal-
ysis is being led by Josh 
Smith, executive director 
of the Western Maryland 
Resource Conservation 
and Development Coun-
cil. The risk analysis proj-
ect was awarded $40,000 for 
fiscal year 2022 through the 
Maryland Agricultural Edu-
cation and Rural Develop-
ment Assistance Fund with 
Sarah Crowe selected at 
the project consultant.

To accomplish the brand-
ing program, TGCC is 
proposing a two-phased 
approach. The first would 
incorporate the use of two 
design charrettes in which 
members of the various 
supply chain will meet to 
discuss key elements to 
building a viable branding 
system.

These design discussions 
will yield the initial scope of 
the brand program. Phase 
two will utilize the services 
of a brand development 
specialist to turn the design 
program generated into a 
working brand model. The 
products of this phase will 
include development of a 
uniform marketing pack-
age with imaging and mes-
saging. The draft outcomes 
will be circulated among 
the participants to ensure 
that the plan has invest-
ment value. When utility is 
confirmed, TGCC will initi-
ate the brand development 
process.

Greg Larry is a reporter at the 
Cumberland Times-News. To reach 
him, call 304-639-4951, email glarry@
times-news.com and follow him on 
Twitter.

TGCC: 2-phased approach 
proposed for program
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Republicans were going to 
block — was abruptly delayed 
late Wednesday and the Sen-
ate recessed so lawmakers 
could discuss next steps. 
Democrats emerged from 
their meeting more opti-
mistic that a crisis would be 
averted.

“Basically, I’m glad that 
Mitch McConnell finally saw 
the light,” said Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, the independent 
senator from Vermont. The 
Republicans “have finally 
done the right thing and at 
least we now have another 
couple months in order to get 
a permanent solution.”

Sen. Chris Murphy, 
D-Conn., added that, assum-
ing final details in the emer-
gency legislation are in order, 
“for the next three months, 
we’ll continue to make it 
clear that we are ready to 
continue to vote to pay our 
bills and Republicans aren’t.”

Unsurprisingly, McConnell 
portrayed it very differently.

“This will moot Demo-
crats’ excuses about the time 
crunch they created and give 
the unified Democratic gov-
ernment more than enough 
time to pass standalone debt 
limit legislation through rec-
onciliation,” he said.

Congress has just days to 
act before the Oct. 18 dead-
line when the Treasury 
Department has warned it 
would quickly run short of 
funds to handle the nation’s 

already accrued debt load.
McConnell and Senate 

Republicans have insisted 
that Democrats would have 
to go it alone to raise the debt 
ceiling and allow the Trea-
sury to renew its borrow-
ing so that the country could 
meet its financial obliga-
tions. Further, McConnell has 
insisted that Democrats use 
the same cumbersome legis-
lative process called reconcil-
iation that they used to pass a 
$1.9 trillion COVID relief bill 
and have been employing to 
try and pass Biden’s $3.5 tril-
lion measure to boost safety 
net, health and environmen-
tal programs.

McConnell said in his offer 
Wednesday that Republicans 
would still insist that Demo-
crats use the reconciliation 
process for a long-term debt 
limit extension. However, he 
said Republicans are willing 
to “assist in expediting” that 
process and in the meantime 
Democrats may use the nor-
mal legislative process to 
pass a short-term debt limit 
extension.

While he continued to 
blame Democrats, his offer 
will also allow Republicans to 
avoid the condemnation they 
would have gotten from some 
quarters for causing a finan-
cial crisis.

Earlier Wednesday, Biden 
enlisted top business leaders 
to push for immediately sus-
pending the debt limit, say-
ing the approaching deadline 
created the risk of a histor-

ic default that would be like 
a “meteor” that could crush 
the economy and financial 
markets.

At a White House event, the 
president shamed Republi-
can senators for threatening 
to filibuster any suspension 
of the $28.4 trillion cap on 
the government’s borrowing 
authority. He leaned into the 
credibility of corporate Amer-
ica — a group that has tradi-
tionally been aligned with the 
GOP on tax and regulatory 
issues — to drive home his 
point as the heads of Citi, JP 
Morgan Chase and Nasdaq 
gathered in person and virtu-
ally to say the debt limit must 
be lifted.

“It’s not right and it’s dan-
gerous,” Biden said of the 
resistance by Senate Repub-
licans.

His moves came amid talk 
that Democrats might try 
to change Senate filibuster 
rules to get around Repub-
licans. But Sen. Joe Man-
chin, D-W.V., reiterated his 
opposition to such a change 

Wednesday, likely taking it off 
the table for Democrats.

The business leaders 
echoed Biden’s points about 
needing to end the stalemate 
as soon as possible, though 
they sidestepped the partisan 
tensions in doing so. Each 
portrayed the debt limit as an 
avoidable crisis.

“We just can’t wait to the 
last minute to resolve this,” 
said Jane Fraser, CEO of the 
bank Citi. “We are, simply 
put, playing with fire right 
now, and our country has suf-
fered so greatly over the last 
few years. The human and 
the economic cost of the pan-
demic has been wrenching, 
and we don’t need a catastro-
phe of our own making.”

The financial markets have 
yet to fully register the drama 
in Washington, though there 
are signs that they are get-
ting jittery, said Adena Fried-
man, CEO of the Nasdaq 
stock exchange.

Stock prices rose after 
news of McConnell’s offer 
came out.

Congress: McConnell insists Dems use reconciliation
CONTINUED FROM 1A

TODAY’S BINGO #

BINGO
Monday • Wednesday • Saturday

1050 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland, MD
301-724-7200 • www.leaguelineup.com/hotstove

First to Cover Four Sides

WIN $100
(Exactly As Shown)

10 45 23 25 56
12 7 17 60 58
48 43 FREE 16 13
37 51 33 41 52
4 50 8 54 19

First to Cover Entire Card

WIN $1000
(Every Square)

10 45 23 25 56
12 7 17 60 58
48 43 FREE 16 13
37 51 33 41 52
4 50 8 54 19

First Letter T

WIN $100
(Exactly As Shown)

10 45 23 25 56
12 7 17 60 58
48 43 FREE 16 13
37 51 33 41 52
4 50 8 54 19

First Vertical

WIN $25
(Any Column)

10 45 23 25 56
12 7 17 60 58
48 43 FREE 16 13
37 51 33 41 52
4 50 8 54 19

First Horizontal

WIN $25
(Any Row)

10 45 23 25 56
12 7 17 60 58
48 43 FREE 16 13
37 51 33 41 52
4 50 8 54 19

First Diagonal

WIN $25
(Any Direction)

10 45 23 25 56
12 7 17 60 58
48 43 FREE 16 13
37 51 33 41 52
4 50 8 54 19
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