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PennDOT to receive $87M from
infrastructure bill: 219 major focus

SEE 219 — 2A

SEE PENNDOT — 2A

DAVID HURST
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SOMERSET, Pa. — With $87 million in new Appalachian Development Highway System dollars flowing into Pennsylvania over the next
five years, state transportation
officials plan to focus it on finishing three corridors — U.S. Route

219 in Somerset County, an Interstate 99 connection and the Central
Susquehanna Valley Thruway.
Given the length of time all three
projects have been on Pennsylvania’s wish list, the federal infrastructure bill passed late last year
is expected to bring decades of
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KEYSER, W.Va. — A prosecutor from outside Mineral
County will be appointed to
proceed with 223 poaching-related charges against eight
local residents including two
former law enforcement officers and a Maryland EMS
chief.
West
Virginia
Natural
Resources Police Lt. Timothy L. White on Tuesday said
the charges involve at least 27
antlered bucks taken illegally
in Mineral, Grant and Hampshire counties in West Virginia.
The offenses started in
mid September and continued through late December,
he said, adding that criminal
complaints have been filed for
the warrants.
Charged are former Mineral County deputies Tyler
Biggs and Dalton Dolly.
Mineral County Sheriff For-

in December that the West
Virginia NRP was investigating numerous wildlife violations occurring in and around
Mineral County.
“As sheriff I was notified
that an officer of the Mineral County Sheriff ’s Office
was rumored to be involved,
he said. “The sheriff ’s office
along with the Mineral County
prosecuting
attorney
began to immediately cooperate with the investigation into
the illegal activities.”
Following an execution of a
search warrant by NRP, statements were obtained that
implicated two Mineral County sheriffs deputies in the illegal activities, Ellifritz said.
“At that time deputies
Tyler Biggs and Dalton Dolly
were immediately placed on
administrative leave pending an internal investigation,”
he said. “Both deputies tendered their resignations from
the Mineral County Sheriff ’s Office before an internal
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Russia also contains “serious” offers for a diplomatic
path to de-escalate soaring
tensions over Ukraine by
addressing Russian concerns on other matters.
Russia has warned it
would quickly take “retaliatory measures” if the U.S.
and its allies rejected its
demands.
Blinken said he expects
to speak again with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov in the coming days.

ge, Democrats
m replacement

onere
imake
lardest

adsaid
will
g in
omsidthe
ate
”A
n a
eral

ged
the
mple
of
ees

appeared resigned.
Sen. Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina, a Republican who previously chaired
the Senate Judiciary Committee, said in a statement:
“If all Democrats hang
together — which I expect
they will — they have the
power to replace Justice
Breyer in 2022 without one
Republican vote in support.”
Liberal interest groups
expressed relief. They have
been clamoring for Breyer’s retirement, concerned
about conﬁrmation troubles
if Republicans retake the
Senate.
“Justice Breyer’s retirement is coming not a
moment too soon,” Demand
Justice Executive Director
Brian Fallon said.

F

PennDOT: Upgrades to be
focused on three main corridors
CONTINUED FROM 1A
efforts in three rural regions
to the ﬁnish line in the years
ahead, PennDOT Deputy Secretary for Planning Larry Shifﬂet said.
“In April, I’ll be with (PennDOT) for 30 years and all three
have been around in some sort
of fashion the entire time,”
Shifﬂet said. “So it’s exciting
to see the light at the end of
the tunnel.”
For the Johnstown and Somerset regions, the project will
connect a four-lane Route 219
to Interstate 68 “and the rest
of the country” — bolstering
economic opportunities in the
process, he said.
Through bipartisan support in the Senate, the Biden
administration’s
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act was passed into law in
November — with advancing the Appalachian Highway
Development System toward
completion one of several key
focuses.
U.S. Sen Bob Casey Jr., a
steadfast supporter of the bill,
and Somerset County ofﬁcials
both announced late last year
that the infrastructure plan
would help enable Route 219’s
Meyersdale-to-Salisbury fourlane section to see completion
by 2031.
But Tuesday marked the
ﬁrst day that ofﬁcials from
PennDOT, which oversees several of the funding pots needed
for highway projects, spoke in
detail about their plans for the
Appalachian Highway dollars,
which could also include a portion of a system-wide $500 million funding pool.
‘We’re looking forward to
working toward getting that
ﬁnal (portion) completed,”
Shifﬂet said of Route 219.
The project is currently
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partway through a preliminary
design.
Another multi-year step
involving ﬁnal design planning, including right-of-way
acquisitions, must also occur
to select a ﬁnal path from
Meyersdale to the Maryland
line before the project could
proceed toward construction.
Two additional projects are
a bit more shovel-ready, Shifﬂet said.
Tentatively scheduled for a
2023 bid, the I-80 High Speed
Interchange project will allow
travelers to better access
east-west Interstate 80 from
Interstate 99 in Centre County.
And to the east, the ﬁrst of
three upcoming sections of the
Central Susquehanna Valley
Thruway are scheduled to go
to bid later this year, he said.
That project will carry trafﬁc
over the Susquehanna River
through parts of Snyder, Union
and Northumberland counties
— with a 4,600-foot-long bridge
already set to debut by fall.
Casey said the infrastructure bill is enabling states
such as Pennsylvania to put a
focus on rural regions underserved by highways – and the
economic beneﬁts they bring.
Over the coming years, the
new injection of transportation funding will beneﬁt not
only the Appalachian Highway
Development System, but also
bridges, roads and other priorities across a large swath of
Pennsylvania that sit outside
the big cities.
“This is only a start,” Casey
said of the Appalachian Highway Development System
funds, “of this investment in
rural communities and roads
and highways in those communities.”
David Hurst is a reporter for The Tribune-Democrat. Follow him on Twitter
and Instagram @TDDavidHurst.

219: Funds to further
completion of four-lane
highway near Grantsville
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