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BROADWATER — Catherine, 72, of Frostburg.

GASPARIK — Leopold N., Jr., 78, of Wiley Ford, W.Va.

KNIGHT — Gary A., Jr., 53, of Corriganville.

PLUMMER — Jean L., 90, of Frostburg.

RILEY — Carol Ann, of Bloomington.

WALLS — Wayne W., 86, of Hyndman, Pa.

WELKER — Lloyd M., Jr., of Patterson Creek, W.Va.

(Obituaries on Page 4A)

34     25 
Not as cold

WEATHER, 6A

n INSIDE TODAY

U.S. delivers written 
response to Russia
Russia warns of retaliation if the alliance 
refuses to pull back from its eastern flank 
as tensions between the nuclear-armed 
rivals climb.         

n Page Two
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KEYSER, W.Va. — A pros-
ecutor from outside Mineral 
County will be appointed to 
proceed with 223 poaching-re-
lated charges against eight 
local residents including two 
former law enforcement offi-
cers and a Maryland EMS 
chief.

West Virginia Natural 
Resources Police Lt. Timo-
thy L. White on Tuesday said 
the charges involve at least 27 
antlered bucks taken illegally 
in Mineral, Grant and Hamp-
shire counties in West Virgin-
ia.

The offenses started in 
mid September and contin-
ued through late December, 
he said, adding that criminal 
complaints have been filed for 
the warrants.

Charged are former Min-
eral County deputies Tyler 
Biggs and Dalton Dolly.

Mineral County Sheriff For-
rest “Buddy” Ellifritz said via 
email Wednesday he learned 

in December that the West 
Virginia NRP was investigat-
ing numerous wildlife viola-
tions occurring in and around 
Mineral County.

“As sheriff I was notified 
that an officer of the Min-
eral County Sheriff ’s Office 
was rumored to be involved, 
he said. “The sheriff ’s office 
along with the Mineral Coun-
ty prosecuting attorney 
began to immediately cooper-
ate with the investigation into 
the illegal activities.”

Following an execution of a 
search warrant by NRP, state-
ments were obtained that 
implicated two Mineral Coun-
ty sheriffs deputies in the ille-
gal activities, Ellifritz said.

“At that time deputies 
Tyler Biggs and Dalton Dolly 
were immediately placed on 
administrative leave pend-
ing an internal investigation,” 
he said. “Both deputies ten-
dered their resignations from 
the Mineral County Sher-
iff ’s Office before an internal 
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CUMBERLAND — COVID-
19 hospitalizations in Mary-
land are dropping at the fast-
est rate in the nation, Gov. 
Larry Hogan said Wednesday, 
as he continued to encourage 

those eligible to get a boost-
er shot to protect against the 
highly contagious omicron 
variant.

Speaking during a Board 
of Public Works meeting, the 
governor said hospitalizations 
were down 35% since peak-

ing at more than 3,400 earlier 
this month. There were 2,234 
coronavirus patients being 
treated at Maryland hospitals 
on Wednesday.

“The current data contin-
ues to show very encourag-
ing trends,” Hogan said. “As 

of today, 94.3% of Maryland 
adults have gotten vaccinat-
ed. Sadly, the vast majority 
of new deaths continue to be 
people who are unvaccinated 
and we’re doing everything 
we can to keep working to get 
that last 5.7% of the popula-

tion vaccinated.”
Hogan also reported steep 

declines in the state case 
rate, a measure of new coro-
navirus cases per day, and 
positivity rate, which also 
peaked earlier this month.

In Allegany County, where 

vaccination rates remain low, 
case data remains behind 
state averages. Just less than 
50% of the population is fully 
vaccinated, according to the 
county health department.

GREG LARRY
GLARRY@TIMES-NEWS.COM

CUMBERLAND — Plans to 
improve U.S. Route 219 in Garrett 
County have been awarded $55 
million in federal funding, accord-
ing to Maryland lawmakers.

The funding, which consists of 
$11 million annually for five years, 
is part of an ongoing goal to trans-
form U.S. Route 219 into a modern 
four-lane divided highway which 
would extend from Pennsylvania 
through Maryland into West Vir-

ginia.
A joint announcement on the 

funding package was issued 
Wednesday by the offices of Sens. 
Ben Cardin, Chris Van Hollen, and 
Rep. David Trone.

Although some sections, partic-
ularly in Pennsylvania and Mary-
land, have been completed, the lat-
est funding will allow construction 
to continue on a mile-long section 
near Grantsville.

Jennifer Walsh, executive direc-
tor of The Greater Cumberland 
Committee, said the funding “will 

benefit the completion of (the 
Maryland) section, which is about 
1.3 miles. It’s from the section 
they just completed in 2021 ... with 
the roundabout work which goes 
from (Interstate) 68 to Old Salis-
bury Road. The final section will be 
from Old Salisbury Road to what-
ever the terminus will be (at the 
Pennsylvania line).

“Regional collaboration is the 
common thread in all of our work 
and we are now seeing the fruits of 
our labor,” said Walsh.

BREYER BOWS OUT

Associated Press

Supreme Court Associate Justice Stephen Breyer listens during a forum at the French Cultural Center in Boston, Feb. 13, 2017. 

MARK SHERMAN 
MICHAEL BALSAMO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Long-
time liberal Supreme Court 
Justice Stephen Breyer is 
retiring, numerous sources 

said Wednesday, giving Pres-
ident Joe Biden his first high 
court opening, which he has 
pledged to fill with the histor-
ic naming of the court’s first 
Black woman.

Breyer, 83, has been a prag-
matic force on a court that has 

grown increasingly conser-
vative, trying to forge majori-
ties with more moderate jus-
tices right and left of center. 
His retirement will give Biden 
the chance to name and win 
confirmation of a replacement 
before next fall’s election when 

Republicans could retake the 
Senate and block future nomi-
nees.

Democrats are planning a 
swift confirmation, perhaps 
even before Breyer officially 

Independent 
prosecutor to 
oversee local 
poaching case
Involvement of Mineral law 
enforcement raises eyebrows

COVID-19 shows ‘encouraging trends,’ Hogan says
Governor continues to push state residents to get vaccinated and receive booster shots

Supreme Court justice to 
retire, leaving vacant seat
Announcement comes before crucial midterm elections

SEE STATE — 4A

SEE POACHING — 4A

Route 219 project gets $55M
DAVID HURST
DHURST@TRIBDEM.COM

SOMERSET, Pa. — With $87 mil-
lion in new Appalachian Develop-
ment Highway System dollars flow-
ing into Pennsylvania over the next 
five years, state transportation 
officials plan to focus it on finish-
ing three corridors — U.S. Route 

219 in Somerset County, an Inter-
state 99 connection and the Central 
Susquehanna Valley Thruway.

Given the length of time all three 
projects have been on Pennsylva-
nia’s wish list, the federal infra-
structure bill passed late last year 
is expected to bring decades of 

PennDOT to receive $87M from 
infrastructure bill: 219 major focus 

SEE PENNDOT — 2ASEE 219 — 2A

SEE BREYER — 2A

Calvary’s Scritchfield named Player of Year
SPORTS: 1B

Soccer champ scored area-best 42 goals, had 20 assists in 2021
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Today is the 27th day of 2022. 
There are 338 days left in the 
year.

ON THIS DATE
In 1945, during World War II, 

Soviet troops liberated the Nazi con-
centration camps Auschwitz and 
Birkenau in Poland.

In 1967, astronauts Virgil I. “Gus” 
Grissom, Edward H. White and 
Roger B. Chaffee died in a flash fire 
during a test aboard their Apollo 
spacecraft.

In 1973, the Vietnam peace 
accords were signed in Paris.

In 1981, President Ronald Rea-
gan and his wife, Nancy, greeted 
the 52 former American hostages 
released by Iran at the White House.

In 2006, Western Union delivered 
its last telegram.

In 2010, Apple CEO Steve Jobs 
unveiled the iPad tablet computer 
during a presentation in San Fran-

cisco. J.D. Salinger, the reclusive 
author of “The Catcher in the Rye,” 
died in Cornish, New Hampshire, at 
age 91.

In 2020, China confirmed more 
than 2,700 cases of the new coro-
navirus with more than 80 deaths in 
that country; authorities postponed 
the end of the Lunar New Year holi-
day to keep the public at home. U.S. 
health officials said they believed 
the risk to Americans remained low 
and that they had no evidence that 
the new virus was spreading in the 
United States; they advised Ameri-
cans to avoid non-essential travel to 
any part of China.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
Actor James Cromwell is 82. 

Rock musician Nick Mason (Pink 
Floyd) is 78. U.S. Chief Justice John 
Roberts is 67. Country singer Tracy 
Lawrence is 54. Country singer 
Kevin Denney is 44. Tennis player 
Marat Safin is 42. Rock musician 
Matt Sanchez (American Authors) is 
36. Actor Braeden Lemasters is 26.

Associated Press
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su do ku
How to play: Each row, 
column and set of 3-by-
3 boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 through 9 
without repetition.

Previous solution

■ POLICE    
    LOG
Cumberland man 
jailed on Texas 
fugitive warrant

CUMBERLAND — A theft 
complaint investigation Tues-
day led to the arrest of a 
24-year-old city man who was 
wanted by Texas authorities, 
according to Cumberland 
Police.

Logan Ray Aldrich was 
taken into custody in the 500 
block of Linden Street when 
officers determined during 
a national police computer 
records check that he was 
wanted on drug violations.

Aldrich was being held in 
the Allegany County Deten-
tion Center at the order of a 
district court commissioner. 
He will be returned to Texas 
upon completion of extradi-
tion proceedings, police said.

Texas man nabbed 
in Interstate 68 stop 
by Allegany deputies

CUMBERLAND — A Texas 
man remained jailed without 
bond Wednesday following his 
arrest Sunday during a traf-
fic stop Sunday on eastbound 
Interstate 68 in the city made 
by the Allegany County Sher-
iff ’s Office.

Josue R. Rechy, 28, of Hous-
ton, was charged with multi-
ple offenses, including pos-
session with intent to distrib-
ute narcotics, illegal posses-
sion of a firearm and posses-
sion of a firearm in commis-
sion of a drug crime.

Police said methamphet-
amines, a Sig Sauer 40mm 
handgun, drug parapherna-
lia and U.S. currency were 
seized during the stop made 
in the area of the 43-mile 
marker.

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST
                                                                      YTD
Name           Div     Yld   PE        Last      Chg  %Chg

                                                                     YTD
Name           Div     Yld   PE        Last      Chg  %Chg

AES Corp .63 2.8 ... 22.42 +.25 -7.7

AT&T Inc 2.08 8.6 ... 24.25 -2.23 -1.4

Amazon ... ... 53 2777.45 -22.27 -16.7

AWoodmk ... ... 17 59.66 -1.91 -8.5

Apple Inc s .88 .6 43 159.69 -.09 -10.1

Brunswick 1.34 1.5 12 87.07 -.33 -13.6

CBIZ Inc ... ... 26 37.99 -.46 -2.9

CSX s .37 1.1 21 33.65 -.07 -10.5

CVS Health 2.20 2.1 19 104.86 +1.76 +1.6

Exelon 1.53 2.7 22 55.70 +.24 -3.6

FedRlty 4.28 3.5 81 123.59 -1.15 -9.3

FstUtdCp .60 3.0 9 19.86 +.14 +5.9

FirstEngy 1.56 3.8 21 41.16 -.16 -1.0

FreqElec ... ... ... 8.92 -.08 -10.6

Goodyear ... ... 8 20.97 -.34 -1.6

Kimco .68 2.8 26 24.03 -.20 -2.5

Lowes 3.20 1.4 24 228.10 -1.91 -11.8

M&T Bk 4.40 2.6 12 167.76 +3.17 +9.2

Microsoft 2.48 .8 33 296.71 +8.22 -11.8

NiSource .88 3.2 51 27.33 +.19 -1.0

PPG 2.36 1.5 26 153.49 -.50 -11.0

StanBlkDk 3.16 1.8 16 175.03 -1.83 -7.2

SumFWV .72 2.6 11 27.26 -.25 -.7

SynovusFn 1.32 2.6 11 50.27 +.54 +5.0

TruistFn 1.92 3.1 14 62.87 -.16 +7.4

VerizonCm 2.56 5.0 10 51.02 -1.88 -1.8

WalMart 2.20 1.6 38 135.75 -1.40 -6.2

WestRck 1.00 2.3 ... 43.39 -.71 -2.2
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LOTTERIES

Night Pick Three                 1-0-4
Night Pick Four                6-3-1-7
Bonus Match 5             5-12-27-32-35
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Day Pick Three 6-4-4
Day Pick Four 6-5-3-5
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West VirginiaMaryland

Pennsylvania

Daily Three 6-5-1
Daily Four 3-8-5-4

Always double-check numbers through the state lottery or its lottery retailers.

Tree trimming 
causes traffic delays

NEW CREEK, W.Va. — Tree 
trimming along U.S. Route 50 
and state Route 93 between 
Cutoff Road and the Mineral 
County Division of Highways 
Headquarters will result in 
traffic delays.

Work hours will be 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. through Feb. 4, depend-
ing on weather, according to 
the West Virginia Division of 
Highways.

Hot stuff: Fusion lab 
hits fiery milestone

(AP) — With 192 lasers 
and temperatures more than 
three times hotter than the 
center of the sun, scientists 
hit a key milestone on the 
long road toward nearly pollu-
tion-free fusion energy.

Researchers at the Nation-
al Ignition Facility at the Law-
rence Livermore National 
Lab in California were able 
to spark a reaction that brief-
ly sustained itself — a major 
feat because fusion requires 
such high temperatures. 

■ IN BRIEF

efforts in three rural regions 
to the finish line in the years 
ahead, PennDOT Deputy Sec-
retary for Planning Larry Shif-
flet said.

“In April, I’ll be with (Penn-
DOT) for 30 years and all three 
have been around in some sort 
of fashion the entire time,” 
Shifflet said. “So it’s exciting 
to see the light at the end of 
the tunnel.”

For the Johnstown and Som-
erset regions, the project will 
connect a four-lane Route 219 
to Interstate 68 “and the rest 
of the country” — bolstering 
economic opportunities in the 
process, he said.

Through bipartisan sup-
port in the Senate, the Biden 
administration’s Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs 
Act was passed into law in 
November — with advanc-
ing the Appalachian Highway 
Development System toward 
completion one of several key 
focuses.

U.S. Sen Bob Casey Jr., a 
steadfast supporter of the bill, 
and Somerset County officials 
both announced late last year 
that the infrastructure plan 
would help enable Route 219’s 
Meyersdale-to-Salisbury four-
lane section to see completion 
by 2031.

But Tuesday marked the 
first day that officials from 
PennDOT, which oversees sev-
eral of the funding pots needed 
for highway projects, spoke in 
detail about their plans for the 
Appalachian Highway dollars, 
which could also include a por-
tion of a system-wide $500 mil-
lion funding pool.

‘We’re looking forward to 
working toward getting that 
final (portion) completed,” 
Shifflet said of Route 219.

The project is currently 

partway through a preliminary 
design.

Another multi-year step 
involving final design plan-
ning, including right-of-way 
acquisitions, must also occur 
to select a final path from 
Meyersdale to the Maryland 
line before the project could 
proceed toward construction.

Two additional projects are 
a bit more shovel-ready, Shif-
flet said.

Tentatively scheduled for a 
2023 bid, the I-80 High Speed 
Interchange project will allow 
travelers to better access 
east-west Interstate 80 from 
Interstate 99 in Centre County.

And to the east, the first of 
three upcoming sections of the 
Central Susquehanna Valley 
Thruway are scheduled to go 
to bid later this year, he said.

That project will carry traffic 
over the Susquehanna River 
through parts of Snyder, Union 
and Northumberland counties 
— with a 4,600-foot-long bridge 
already set to debut by fall.

Casey said the infrastruc-
ture bill is enabling states 
such as Pennsylvania to put a 
focus on rural regions under-
served by highways – and the 
economic benefits they bring.

Over the coming years, the 
new injection of transporta-
tion funding will benefit not 
only the Appalachian Highway 
Development System, but also 
bridges, roads and other pri-
orities across a large swath of 
Pennsylvania that sit outside 
the big cities.

“This is only a start,” Casey 
said of the Appalachian High-
way Development System 
funds, “of this investment in 
rural communities and roads 
and highways in those com-
munities.”

David Hurst is a reporter for The Tri-
bune-Democrat. Follow him on Twitter 
and Instagram @TDDavidHurst.

PennDOT: Upgrades to be 
focused on three main corridors
CONTINUED FROM 1A

The section being fund-
ed at Old Salisbury Road 
will essentially complete 
the work needed in Mary-
land for the project. “The 
total cost to complete the 
section is between $60 and 
$63 million,” said Walsh. 
“We will be very, very 
close to what we need to 
finish.”

The U.S. Route 219 sec-
tion is part of the greater 
Appalachian Developmen-
tal Highway System. Fund-
ing for the work comes 
from the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, 
which included a $1.25 bil-
lion investment over five 
years toward the comple-
tion of the ADHS, which 
was established by Con-
gress in 1965.

The highway sys-
tem encompasses 3,090 
miles of roads linking 13 
states. The ultimate goal 
is to improve north-south 
access and commerce in 

the mountainous region.
It was also announced 

this week that construc-
tion of a portion of Cor-
ridor H in West Virgin-
ia is also receiving fed-
eral funding. The corri-
dor is intended to run 130 
miles from Interstate 79 at 
Weston to the Virginia bor-
der.

A news release issued 
by Sens. Joe Manchin, 
Shelley Moore Capito 
and Rep. David McKinley 
announced $37 million in 
funding for work this year 
on the project from Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s infra-
structure deal. It will pro-
vide nearly $200 million 
over the next five years 
for the four-lane highway. 
Proponents say comple-
tion of the ADHS will open 
the rural region to eco-
nomic development.

Greg Larry is a reporter at the 
Cumberland Times-News. To reach 
him, call 304-639-4951, email glarry@
times-news.com and follow him on 
Twitter.

219: Funds to further 
completion of four-lane 
highway near Grantsville
CONTINUED FROM 1A

steps down, which is not 
expected before summer.

He has been a justice 
since 1994, appointed by 
President Bill Clinton. 
Along with the late Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, he 
opted not to step down the 
last time the Democrats 
controlled the White House 
and the Senate during 
Barack Obama’s presiden-
cy. Ginsburg died in Sep-
tember 2020, and then-Pres-
ident Donald Trump filled 
the vacancy with a conser-
vative justice, Amy Coney 
Barrett.

Breyer’s departure won’t 
change the 6-3 conserva-
tive advantage on the court 
because his replacement 

will almost certainly be con-
firmed by a Senate where 
Democrats have the slim-
mest majority. It will make 
conservative Justice Clar-
ence Thomas the oldest 
member of the court. 

Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer said 
Biden’s nominee “will 
receive a prompt hearing in 
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and will be consid-
ered and confirmed by the 
full United States Senate 
with all deliberate speed.” A 
White House decision on a 
nominee could take several 
weeks, Biden aides said.

Republicans who changed 
the Senate rules during the 
Trump era to allow simple 
majority confirmation of 
Supreme Court nominees 

appeared resigned.
Sen. Lindsey Graham of 

South Carolina, a Republi-
can who previously chaired 
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, said in a statement: 
“If all Democrats hang 
together — which I expect 
they will — they have the 
power to replace Justice 
Breyer in 2022 without one 
Republican vote in support.”

Liberal interest groups 
expressed relief. They have 
been clamoring for Brey-
er’s retirement, concerned 
about confirmation troubles 
if Republicans retake the 
Senate.

“Justice Breyer’s retire-
ment is coming not a 
moment too soon,” Demand 
Justice Executive Director 
Brian Fallon said.

Breyer: After rule change, Democrats 
likely have votes to confirm replacement
CONTINUED FROM 1A

VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
MATTHEW LEE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. has made no conces-
sions to the main Russian 
demands over Ukraine and 
NATO in a long-awaited 
written response delivered 
to Russia on Wednesday in 
Moscow, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken said.

Blinken said the U.S. 
response, delivered to the 

Russian Foreign Ministry 
by U.S. Ambassador to Rus-
sia John Sullivan, gave up 
no ground on “core prin-
ciples” such as NATO’s 
open-door membership pol-
icy and the alliance’s mil-
itary presence in Eastern 
Europe.

Blinken said the doc-
ument made clear that 
the U.S. is standing by its 
oft-stated positions. “There 
is no change, there will be 
no change,” he said. But, he 
said the written response to 

Russia also contains “seri-
ous” offers for a diplomatic 
path to de-escalate soaring 
tensions over Ukraine by 
addressing Russian con-
cerns on other matters.

Russia has warned it 
would quickly take “retalia-
tory measures” if the U.S. 
and its allies rejected its 
demands.

Blinken said he expects 
to speak again with Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov in the coming days. 

Blinken refuses to 
concede on Ukraine
Secretary of State says U.S. will not 
back down in face of Russian demands


